
FRESN
RECHARGE

Securing Our Water Future

For more information, visit www.RechargeFresno.com or feel free to call 844-FRESNOH2O, and a 
project team member will return your call. Submit your email address via www.RechargeFresno.
com/contact-us/ to be added to our distribution list for electronic notifications.

Delivering Sierra Nevada 
Mountain Water to Fresno
Reliable water service depends on sufficient 
pipelines to deliver plentiful water  
throughout our community. In August 2016, 
the City of Fresno began construction of 13 
miles of water pipeline to deliver drinking 
water from Fresno’s new Southeast Surface 
Water Treatment Facility (SESWTF) to 
existing water mains throughout the City. 
The Regional Transmission Mains (or RTMs) 
are a key element of “Recharge Fresno” - the 
City of Fresno’s long-term effort to ensure a 
sustainable water supply. Recharge Fresno 
will reduce the City’s reliance on our rapidly 
declining groundwater supply by building 
infrastructure to capture and use available 
surface water allocations. 

REGIONAL TRANSMISSION MAINS 
(RTMS) CONSTRUCTION

Project Purpose
This project is part of a phased effort to bring additional clean, surface water into the City of Fresno. Segments B and C are now 
underway and will connect to already-constructed segments of RTMs, which convey drinking water into the City from the new 
Southeast Surface Water Treatment Facility (SESWTF).
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Complete

Segment A1
Complete

Segment A2

Construction Start: August 2018
Construction Finish: March 2019

Segment B

Construction Start: June 2018 
Construction Finish: March 2019

Segment C

Segments Location and Features



As water transmission main construction 
is completed, the contractor will repave 
half-mile to mile segments of roadway 
with access maintained for residents  
and businesses. 

Project Stages

Activities may include: construction  
equipment, crews, traffic control and 
intermittent lane closures along  
each segment. During each step, the 
City of Fresno will focus on minimizing 
impacts to community members. 

This stage involves the closure of segments 
(a half-mile to a mile at a time) along the 
pipeline route to dig trenches for pipe 
installation. Once the pipe is installed in 
the trench, the pipe is welded from the 
inside and the trench is backfilled. During 
construction, you can expect traffic impacts 
and road or lane closures. Detours will be 
in place during pipeline construction, but 
access will be maintained for all residents 
and businesses along the closed road.
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Pre-construction

Construction

Restoration

What kind of traffic changes should I expect during 
construction? 
• Construction will occupy both traffic lanes with access for  

local traffic only.

• When streets are divided by media islands, the contractor will 
work on one side of the road and where possible, maintain 
normal traffic operations on the opposite side of the road.

• Hard road closures are anticipated on Chestnut and 
Temperance avenues and Kings Canyon Road in half-mile to 
mile segments with access for local traffic only. Traffic control 
measures, including flaggers and detours, will be used.

• Soft road closures are anticipated at intersections and cross 
streets of Chestnut and Temperance avenues and Kings 
Canyon Road. 

• Businesses will remain open during construction, and 
access will be provided for residents adjacent to the 
construction area.

• Driveways and sidewalks adjacent to the pipeline route 
will be closed up to 36 hours for pipeline construction. The 
project team will provide advanced notification to impacted 
businesses and residents.

What is a hard road closure? 
A hard road closure means the contractor will fully close 
approximately 800 feet of roadway to install water pipelines. 
This type of closure will include driveway and sidewalk 
closures for up to 36 hours. Due to the width and depth of 

the trench, vehicle traffic cannot safely travel on steel plates 
placed across the trench. As a result, this closure will remain 
in place at the end of each work day and all vehicles will be 
directed to park outside the construction area.

What is a soft road closure? 
A soft road closure means a half-mile to mile segment 
of roadway will be closed to through traffic but remain 
open for local traffic for approximately six to eight weeks. 
The contractor will maintain access to properties in the 
construction area, and accommodations will be made 
to maintain access to and from neighboring homes and 
businesses. The contractor will implement traffic control 
and safety measures, including flaggers and detour routes to 
streamline traffic flow as much as possible, while maintaining 
safety for everyone. 

Please pay attention to all posted signage and detour routes. 

If you are you impacted by a hard or soft road closure: 
Residents and businesses impacted by these closures 
will be notified in advance. To find out if your home or 
business will be impacted by a closure, please visit  
www.rechargefresno.com/construction-notices/. 

If you require/need special assistance to access a residential 
property or business, contact us at www.rechargefresno.
com/contact-us/ or 844-FRESNOH20 (844-373-7664).
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Frequently Asked Questions

For more information, visit www.RechargeFresno.com or feel free to call 844-FRESNOH2O, and a project team member will return your call.  
Submit your email address via www.RechargeFresno.com/contact-us/ to be added to our distribution list for electronic notifications.



Construction Impacts and Safety Coordination to Minimize Impact
During construction, the project team will undertake a 
variety of efforts to minimize inconvenience and ensure a 
safe environment for area residents, businesses, schools, 
emergency services and commuters. Traffic control plans 
will be developed to provide local access and ensure that 
crews can work safely. The construction team will also 
employ a variety of methods to reduce impacts such as 
noise and dust.

What time of day will construction occur? 
Construction crews will be onsite Monday through  
Friday during daytime hours. The project team does 
anticipate some night and weekend work on an as- 
needed basis. Schedule updates will be posted on 
www.RechargeFresno.com and distributed in 
email notices. Submit your email address via  
www.RechargeFresno.com/contact-us/ to be added  
to our distribution list for electronic notifications.

Will there be water service interruptions  
during construction? 
During construction some planned water service 
interruptions may be necessary, but advanced notice 
will be provided to residents and businesses before 
any service interruptions. Water services will be 
restored within a couple hours. 

Throughout construction, the City of Fresno will coordinate 
with agencies, businesses and neighbors to share 
project schedules and minimize impacts where possible. 
Construction phasing will take into account school schedules 
and community events. In addition, the City will work 
closely with other City departments, Fresno County and 
service providers to ensure construction project schedules 
are coordinated.

RTMs Project by the Numbers: 

New water pipelines will convey

13 150
M I L E S

F E E T

(69,300 feet) 
of new water 
pipeline

of water per day80 MILLIONS OF GALLONS

in diameter 

Pipes range from 

20  
INCHES

66  
INCHES

On average, 

of pipeline could be installed per 
day for each pipe laying crew 

PHASE 2 RTMs  
are divided into  
four segments 

THE PIPE is 35 feet  
at its deepest point
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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
near construction

Stay safe near construction zones by 
following these tips:

Follow posted signage and detours 

Slow down around or avoid 
hazardous construction areas 

Be aware of heavy equipment 

Cross the street only at 
designated crossings

For more information, visit www.RechargeFresno.com or feel free to call 844-FRESNOH2O, and a project team member will return your call.  
Submit your email address via www.RechargeFresno.com/contact-us/ to be added to our distribution list for electronic notifications.



The Friant-Kern Canal Pipeline 
is a new 4-1/2 mile long, 
60-inch diameter, raw water pipeline 
to convey surface (river) water from 
the Friant-Kern Canal to the  
existing Northeast Surface Water 
Treatment Facility.

The Kings River Pipeline is a new 13 mile long, 72-inch 
diameter, raw water pipeline to convey surface (river) 
water from the Kings River to a new Southeast Surface 
Water Treatment Facility (SESWTF), which is also being 
constructed as part of the City of Fresno Water Division’s 
current capital program. 

The Southeast Surface Water Treatment 
Facility (SESWTF) is a new water 
treatment facility to treat surface (river) 
water to drinking water standards and 
enable diversification of the City’s 
water supply. 

The City of Fresno plans to use 25,000 
acre-feet per year of recycled water to irrigate 
open spaces, parks, street medians, and golf 
courses, and at groundwater recharge facilities. 
The City is constructing an advanced treatment 
facility at the Fresno-Clovis Regional Water 
Reclamation Facility (RWRF) to process and 
clean the water to meet state and federal 
standards and regulations for non-potable use. 

Regional Transmission Mains include 
13 miles of 20-inch to 66-inch diameter 
pipe that will convey treated drinking 
water from the new Southeast Surface 
Water Treatment Facility to existing 
smaller diameter water mains.
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Recharge Fresno
Recharge Fresno is the City’s program to improve the 
pipelines and water system facilities that will capture, treat 
and deliver water to Fresno homes and businesses, including 
surface water from the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Recharge 
Fresno is underway to ensure that during normal and wet 
years, we are able to capture surface water supplies for 
Fresno, enabling us to replenish our depleted groundwater 
and save water for drought years.

How to Stay Informed
The City of Fresno wants to make sure you have easy access 
to up-to-date project information. Construction notices will 
be distributed to residents and businesses prior to the start of 
construction. A notice will be distributed before work begins 
in front of businesses or homes. Additional notices will be 
distributed throughout construction, and will be available on 
www.RechargeFresno.com and through the City’s Facebook 
and Twitter pages. To sign up for email notifications, please 
visit www.RechargeFresno.com/contact-us. 

For more information, visit www.RechargeFresno.com or feel free to call 844-FRESNOH2O, and a 
project team member will return your call. Submit your email address via www.RechargeFresno.
com/contact-us/ to be added to our distribution list for electronic notifications.

Recharge Fresno Construction Projects
Securing Fresno’s Water Future

Friant-Kern 
Canal Pipeline

Kings River Pipeline

Recycled Water System

Regional Transmission  
Mains

Southeast Surface 
Water Treatment 

Facility


