
Reliable Water for Fresno

Fresno’s Water Supply and  
Future Needs

Declining Groundwater Supplies

Recharge Fresno

Solutions

ABOUT YOUR  
WATER SYSTEM:
Serves a 114 square-mile area

Relies on 260 groundwater wells to 
meet nearly 90% of customer needs 

Includes:
 X 30 million gallon per day 

surface water treatment facility 

 X 1,800 miles of pipelines

 X 135,000 meters

 X 11,000 hydrants

RELIABLE WATER FOR FRESNO

A reliable water supply in the City of Fresno is critical to 
our health, livelihood and everyday living. Thanks to the 
availability of water here in Fresno, business, industry, 
universities and families enjoy a high quality of life and 
vibrant community.

Historically, Fresno has been fortunate to have an ample 
groundwater basin that has provided the City with 90 
to 100 percent of its total water supply. However, even 
without the current drought which is endangering water 
supplies throughout the state, our groundwater supply 
has been steadily declining over the past 80 years. In fact, 
groundwater levels have dropped more than 100 feet during 
that span. Reliance on groundwater cannot continue.  

The City of Fresno is 
implementing a long-term plan to 
improve water supply conditions 
and replenish our groundwater 
by capturing and treating surface 
water from the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains. This plan, called 
Recharge Fresno, will ensure a 
sustainable water supply for 
decades to come. Already 
underway, Recharge Fresno will 
make sure water pipelines and 

water treatment facilities are in place to ensure a reliable 
and sustainable water supply for Fresno’s present and 
future prosperity.

FRESN
RECHARGE

Securing Our Water Future
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In the City of Fresno, we receive 
the majority of our water from 
more than 260 wells that pump 
approximately 200 million 
gallons of water per day during 
highest usage. Despite the City’s 
aggressive efforts over the 
past 40 years to recharge the 
groundwater that supplies these 
wells, our community continues to 
pump water faster than it can be 
replaced – resulting in “over-draft.” 
If this continues, it will be harder 
and more expensive to pump water 
from deep below the ground, and 
the future of Fresno’s water supply 
will remain in serious jeopardy.

The City currently has, and 
pays for, allocations to surface 
water from the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, but lacks sufficient 
pipelines and facilities to capture 
and treat that water. As shown in 
the accompanying chart, when we 

are able to capture and use that 
mountain water, we will 

begin the important 
effort to replenish 

our groundwater.

FRESNO’S WATER SUPPLY AND FUTURE NEEDS
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FRESNO’S DECLINING 
GROUNDWATER LEVELS

•	 The City of Fresno 
has historically used 
groundwater (the only 
drinking supply prior to 
2004) to meet its water 
demands.

•	 At the current rate of 
groundwater depletion, 
groundwater will be 
harder and more 
expensive to reach, and 
the quality will diminish.
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FRESNO’S FUTURE WATER SUPPLIES
Maximizing our existing allocations to Sierra Nevada mountain surface 

water will meet future water needs and replenish our groundwater.

Over the last 80 years, groundwater levels have  
dropped more than 100 feet. 
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Groundwater

Treated Surface Water

Recycled Water

36% 53%

11%

Future 
2025 with  
Recharge  
Fresno

Recharge Fresno is a comprehensive  
program to improve the pipelines and 
facilities that would capture, treat and 
deliver available surface water from 
rain and snow in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains. The plan would ensure 
that during normal and wet years we 
capture surface water supplies for 
Fresno, enabling us to replenish our 
depleted groundwater and save for dry 
years.

Maximizing the use of available surface 
water supplies, along with increasing 
groundwater recharge and continuing 
conservation efforts, would balance 
Fresno’s total supply for the first time 
in more than 75 years.

Extensive planning, design and 
construction activities are necessary to 
ensure that infrastructure (pipelines, 
treatment facilities, storage tanks, etc.) 
is in place to maximize use of available 
surface water supplies and secure 
Fresno’s water future. This would also 
allow the city to meet its objective of 
reducing groundwater withdrawal so 
that restoration can begin.

RECHARGE FRESNO 

MAXIMIZING OUR ACCESS TO MOUNTAIN WATER 
AND REPLENISHING OUR GROUNDWATER SUPPLIES

88%

12%
Current
2014

CITY OF FRESNO 
CURRENT AND FUTURE 
WATER SUPPLY SOURCES

•	 Recharge Fresno would upgrade 
and expand Fresno’s water 
infrastructure and diversify water 
sources to ensure a sustainable 
water supply, even during drought.

FRESNO’S FUTURE WATER SUPPLIES

Fresno’s future 
water supply will 
depend upon:

 f Capturing and 
treating surface 
water from the 
Sierra Nevada 
Mountains

 f Reducing 
dependence on 
groundwater and 
replenishing our 
groundwater

 f Conserving to 
ensure wise 
water use year 
round

•	 Building 
pipelines and 
treatment plants 
takes time and 
investment. 
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SOLUTIONS

Recharge Fresno recommends a variety of individual projects that, together, will 
improve and solidify the City’s water supply now and for the future.

Decisions about Fresno’s water future 
impact all of us - citizens, businesses 

and ratepayers. Visit us online to learn 
more and provide your input.

Raw Water Pipelines: To capture surface 
water from mountains and rivers, and 
transport it to Fresno for treatment.

Treatment Facilities: To upgrade the 
existing treatment facility and construct 
the new Southeast Surface Water 
Treatment Facility to maximize use of 
surface water resources and ensure 
clean, safe water for Fresnans.

Transmission and Distribution Pipelines:  
To move clean drinking water from 
treatment plants and wells to customers 
throughout the city.

Repairs and Replacements: To ensure 
all 260 wells are maintained or replaced, 
pump stations are in proper working 
condition and aging pipelines  
are replaced.

Storage Tanks: To store water and 
improve water pressure for daily use and 
to meet firefighting needs.

Recharge Basins: To store water for 
movement underground to recharge our 
groundwater supply.

Conservation Programs: To continue to 
ensure we use the water we need but  
waste none.

CONTACT US:

Learn more about Recharge Fresno, the 
City’s effort to ensure a reliable and 
sustainable water supply for Fresno’s 
present and future prosperity. Visit us at 
www.RechargeFresno.com, or contact us at: 

Water Division - Recharge Fresno 
1910 E. University Ave.,  
Fresno, CA 93703-2927

844-FRESNOH2O (844-373-7664)
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